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SUBJECT: CUBAN MILITARY INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA 

1 . AT HIS NEW YEAR'S RECEPTION PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ MADE 
A POINT OP SEEKING ME OUT IMMEDIATELY POLLOWING THE PROTOCOLARY 
CEREMONIES TO SAY THAT THE GOV HAD RECEIVED A "POSITIVE" 

RESPONSE TO ITS DEMARCHE TO THE GOG. HE WAS OBVIOUSLY PLEASED, 
ADDING THAT "WE ARE WITH YOU." VICE MINISTER OP FOREIGN APPAIRS 
GOMEZ MANTELLINI ALSO SOUGHT ME OUT TO ASSERT THAT THE GUAYANESE 
HAD PROMISED TO BLOCK THE CUBAN FLIGHTS. HE REMARKED ON HOW 
PLEASANT IT WAS TO BE ON THE SAME SIDE AND HOPED WE COULD WORK 
TOGETHER TO MAKE IT A HABIT. 

2. PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST LEADER MARIO SOARES, WHO WAS AN OPPICIAL 
GUEST AT THE NATIONALIZATION CEREMONIES AND WAS ALSO PRESENT AT 
THENE 

W YEAR'S RECEPTION, TOLD US THAT A SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OP HIS 
CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ CONCERNED THE PRESIDENT'S 
DEEP PREOCCUPATION OVER CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN ANGOLA. SOARES 
POUND PORMER PRESIDENT ROMULO BETANCOURT EQUALLY PREOCCUPIED. 

3. COMMENT: WE ARE UNABLE TO JUDGE THE REAL VALUE OP THE GOG'S 
"POSITIVE" RESPONSE. BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT THE PRESIDENT TOOK OUR 
DEMARCHE SERIOUSLY AND IS GRATIFIED AT THE OPPORTUNITY TO COOPER- 
ATE WITH US IN WHAT HE UNDOUBTEDLY SEES AS A WORTHY EFPORT TO CURB 
CUBAN ADVENTURISM. (WE SOMETIMES PORGET THAT BETANCOURT AND 
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SUPPORTED GUERRILLAS. DESPITE OCCASIONAL RHETORICAL AND OTHER 
GESTURES TO THE CONTRARY-AND DESIGNED FOR THIRD-WORLD 
CONSUMPTION-THEY DON'T FORGET IT. ANGOLA IS A LONG WAY OFF, 

BUT GUAY ANA IS NOT.) 

4. WE ARE UNAWARE OF PRECISELY WHAT THE VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR 
IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE SAID IN GEORGETOWN BUT WOULD NOT FIND IT INCO- 
CEIVABLE THAT THE INSPIRATION FOR SUCH EXCESSES AS HE MAY HAVE 
UTTERED CAME FROM PRESIDENT PEREZ. AS WE HAVE LEARNED, CARLOS 
ANDRES IS SOMETIMES GIVE TO RASH SPECULATIONS ABOUT THE MOTIVES 
AND ACTIONS OF OTHERS ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE. HE ALSO DRIVES 
HARD FOR RESULTS AND MIGHT HAVE FELT IMPELLED TO ENERGIZE HIS 
AMBASSADOR WITH FANTASTIC FORMULATIONS. 

5. IN ANY CASE, I HOPE WE CAN AVOID GIVING THE GOV THE IM- 
PRESSION THAT WE ARE BACKING AWAY FROM THE LEGITIMATE CONCERN 
BOTH OUR GOVERNMENTS HAVE OVER THE USE OF GUAYANA AS A STAGING 
GROUND FOR CUBAN MILITARY OPERATIONS. I HOPE TOO THAT THE 
GUAYANESE WILL NOT MAKE MISCHIEF BY TRYING TO PUT THE VENEZUELANS 
IN THE MIDDLE. 

6. I PLAN TO SEE THE FOREIGN MINISTER EARLY NEXT WEEK. IT WOULD 
BE USEFUL IF I COULD GIVE HIM FOR THE PRESIDENT A CURRENT 
ASSESSMENT OF THE ANGOLAN SITUATION, INCLUDING THE STATE OF PLAY 
WITH RESPECT TO CUBAN FLIGHTS AND REFUELING EFFORTS, AS WELL AS 
A WORD OF APPRECIATION FOR THE GOV'S COOPERATION. I WOULD BE 
PLEASED, IF THE DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS IT APPROPRIATE, TO TELL HIM 
AT THE SAME TIME THAT OF COURSE THE USG HAS NEVER CONTEMPLATED 
THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST GUYANA OR ANYONE ELSE WHO MIGHT SERVICE 
THESE CUBAN MILITARY FLIGHTS. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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